Purpura—red-
purple nonblanch-
able discoloration
greater than 0.5
cm in diameter
Cause:
Intravascular
defects, infection

Petechiae—red-
purple nonblanch-
able discoloration
less than 0.5 cm
diameter

Cause: Intravas-
cular defects, in-
fection

Ecchymoses—
red-purplie non-
blanchable
discoloration of
variable size
Cause: Vascular
wall destruction,
trauma, vasculitis
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FIG. 9.9 Characteristics and causes of vascular skin lesions.

Spider angioma—
red central body
with radiating spi-
der-like legs that
blanch with pres-
sure to the central
body

Cause: Liver dis-
ease, vitamin B
deficiency, idio-
pathic

Venous star—
bluish spider, lin-
ear or irregularly
shaped; does not
blanch with pres-
sure

Cause: Increased
pressure in super-
ficial veins

Telangiectasia—
fine, irregular red
line

Cause: Dilation of
capillaries

Capillary heman-
gioma (nevus
flammeus)—red
irregular macular
patches

Cause: Dilation of
dermal capillaries
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